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Centennial Notes. 
For the lata fifteen years the 
country line been busy celebrat- 
ing her several centennials. 
While we are contemplating the 
progress of our couutry and her 
resources lor the last 100 years, 
would it not be well to see what 
strides tne church has made? 

Id 1789, it is estimated that 
there was one church member to 
every 14.5 of the population. By 
this calculation there could not 
have been more than 200,000 
church members in all in the 
United States. Now the differ- 
ent churches claim twenty mill- 
ions, or one to every three. 

One liuinlre.il years ago the 
theology ot the churches of this 
country was mainly that of Cal- 
vin and Jonathan Edwards. The 
preaching of that time and the 
twenty-live years that followed 
was almost entirely doctrinal, and 
had little influence on the daily 
lite of the professors of religion. 
The morals of the laity were 
often corrupt. Profanity, Bab- 
bath-breaking and intemperance 
abounded to an alarming extent. 
On the whole, religion was very 
formal. It was because of this 
state of affairs that every now 
and thou a true servant of God 
arose and condemned the vices 
and evils that were unblnebingly 
perpetrated by pro lessors in open 
day. These men, true to their 
God and their religion, were the 
exception, and thus far their 
fearlessness gained an unusual 
reputation, which has handed 
their uames down to tbo present 
day. 

In those days there was little 
intelligent interpretation of the 
Bible. There were tew colleges, 
no theological seminaries, no re- 
ligious newspapers, and mission- 
ary enterprise was unknown. 
Under such a state of affairs 
what could we expect. The lit- 
tle religion that existed then, the 
majority of it was a sad mixture 
Ot superstition and ignorance. 
No wonder, then, in the early 
days of this country the church 
did not grow rapidly. But, 
thank God, as in all ages ot the 
past, there were a few Christians 
here and there, who were true to 
their God and the Bible. Then 
a change gradually took place. 
Bible societies, Sunday Schools, 
Young Men's Christian Associa- 
tions, aud other means for relig 
ious culture sprung up and 
aroused enthusiasm. Than the 
influence of the church tor good 
began to grow, and aba made 
many rapid atrides in the right 
direction. The result is readily 


seen in the many religious 
papers published today, and more 
than that, we even find many re- 
ligious subjects of a very prac- 
tical turn aud for the public good 
discussed in our secular papers, 
beside tbe sermons that are pub- 
lished therein weekly. This un- 
doubtedly speaks loudly for the 
progress in religion. Then again, 
when we remember the amount 
ot literature published tor tbe 
Sunday Schools, it is remarkable. 
Firms are springing up in every 
direction, making tbis olaes of 
publication a specialty. We no- 
tice, too, that methods have rad- 
ically changed, so that activity 
has taken the place of idleness. 
We cannot help but note the 
practical application of our 
.Lord's teaching when the true, 
zealous Christian will adopt tbe 
use of every intelligent means 
lor the spread of religion for 
waiting tor what used to be call- 
ed the 'out-pouring of divine 
grace.' The church has at last 
learned the lesson that God will 
Only help those who help them- 
selves, and that Ihe advance of 
intelligence and education has 
opened up many fruitful avenues 
for the Bpread ot religion. 

Christian activity is widening 
wonderfully, and the church ie 
taking hold ot work exclusively 
of a practical nature. Take for 
instance what has been accom- 
plished by the church for tbe al- 
leviation of Buttering in the hu- 
man family in the shape of the 
erection of hospitals, almshouses, 
aud asylums for the afflicted and 
destitute. More than all this we 
may notice the resumption of 
the missionary enthusiasm that 
characterized aud distinguished 
the church in the first century, 
and which was the main cause 
of its rapid growth. 

The church has long ago rec- 
ognized tbe fact that its proper 
aud legitimate study is not to 
delve into the mysteries that God 
has not revealed to us, and with 
which we have no business, but 
rather to meet the issues that 
come before us in everyday life. 
We should study mankind, and 
the best methods for the educa- 
tion and conversion of the mass- 
es. 

Many of the most gifted men 
ot a century or more ago bitterly 
opposed tbe Bible and religion, 
and looked upon it as the result 
of superstition and ignorance. 
They strongly and emphatically 
doubted its blessing to the world. 
Of late, even skeptics have 
treated religion with respect, and 
have acknowledged its benefits, 
and recognized its usefulness to 
humanity. It is now only the 
bitter and one-ideal infidel who 
opposes and blasphemes religion. 
It is plain that the church occu- 
pies quite a different position to 
society than ot yore. Her inordi- 
nate claims, her irrational theol- 
ogy, her intolerance and internal 
dissensions caused so many to de- 
ny her for so long her proper 
place in society. Still there are 
many today among the enemies 
and friends of religion, who con- 
sider that in changing its meth- 
ods, and thus keeping up with 
tbe spirit of progress in all other 
institutions, and ao yielding so 
much to tbe spirit of what is 
called nationalism, Christianity 
shows signs of weakness and de- 


fill her allotted place in tbe 
world, and perform her legiti- 
mate wsrk — that of exalting ho- 
rn stiity and arousing mankind to 
reach upward to God. 

Edward Mason. 


May 12, 1889. 


As Little Children. 
The Christ has honored little 
children by using them as an 
object lesson in teaching one of 
the most weighty principles ot 
the means of grace. The words 
ring out, not as though man had 
epokeu, but tbe very God him- 
self, in thundering voices and 
final words. 

'Except ye be converted and 
become aa little children, ye shall 
not enter into tbe kingdom of 
heaven.' 

There was strife among the 
apostles about the seat of honor 
and tbe place of preeminence in 
the kingdom. That old deceiver, 
tbe devil who, reigns in the 
carnal nature and uses it as a 
fortress to war against tbe desire 
for righteousness in the mind, 
had not yet been banished from 
the apostles of tbe Christ. There 
was prospect before them and 
they began to contend for the 
high places^ even before they en- 
tered upon the work which they 
were to perform before men and 
the rulers ol the earth. 

Honor of self and self-exalta- 
tion was the burden of their 
desires, and had they not been 
purified, eternal death on the 
other shore would bo their por- 
tion after the resurrection. 

The Christ gave a decisive 
answer to their interrogation as 
to whom should be greatest iu 
the kingdom of heaven. They 
yet had no valid claim upon that 
kingdom ; and to them there 
were .conditions, which, if not 
complied with, would forever 
exclude them from the happy 
possession. These conditions 
were that they should be con- 
verted and become as tittle chil- 
dren. 

Conversion means a turning 
around. The hearte of the dis- 
ciples were yet choked with cov- 
etous desires for the highest 
places. It was necessary to be 
turned away from this. It was 
a poison that would binder an 
effectual work for Christ, and 
engage the mind and energies in 
a vain and criminal struggle after 
the places of honor, instead of 
devoting all to sowing the seed 
of gospel truth. 

Tbe disciples of Jesus were 
unfit to enter the kingdom of 
heaven — ot love, joy and full 
blessedness, where peace flows as 
a river and righteousness aa the 
waves of tbe sea, without being 
converted from that groaning 
after the exalted places and the 
seats of archangels. 

Tbe first lesson taught to man 
in this astonnding rebuke of the 
disciples is, that he shall not 
engage his talent in the channel 
of depraved seekihg after the 
places of greatest honor. The 
scripture teaches all that he who 
humbleth himself shall be ex- 
alted. Blessed are the poor in 
spirit tor theirs is the kingdom 
of God. 

Tbe saying of the Christ not 
only applies, to those who were 
within his hearing, but also the 
disciples of subsequent times. 
The gates of tbe kingdoah will 
not be opened to' the proud- 
hearted, those who are seeking 
aud laboring to occupy the places 
of highest honor — greatest in tbe 
and reason allowed to take its kingdom. Let all take solemn 


before God that they may be 
exalted in due time. God will 
honor those who are worthy aud 
no mistake will be made in de- 
ciding who they are. 

And become aa little children. 
Look at tbe beautiful example ot 
purity of heart and innocenoy set 
before them. Little children 
esteem themselves and others 
alike, until their mind are edu- 
cated in the depravity of parents. 
They are ready to share tbe 
company of others, without re- 
gard to their station in life, or 
any supposed standing in society. 
Caste is unknown among chil- 
dren and so are places of preemi- 
nence. 

Another quality of child- 
character is simple confidence 
and trust in parents. The Christ 
is a parent to believers. He has 
begotten his children unto a 
lively hope by the resurrection ot 
the dead, and in him they should 
have the utmost confidence. 
Real humility of heart is the vir- 
tue in little children which the 
Christ expects his followers to 
imitate. 


EDITORIAL NOTES. 


Trees are known by the fruit the* 
and 00 amount of narrow crit- 
icism ol Bishop potter's sermon on the 
occasion of the Centennial celebration 
ot Washington's inauguration as Pree- 
Ident of the United States, can weaken 
the for oe of the good advice and plain 
statement of truth regarding tne 
methods ot government. When he 
commenced his work In New Turk 
Oft; be rebuked the 'apathy of the 
wealthy congregation toward the poor 
surrounding bis church on every hand. 
The church responded liberally to his 
call for aid, and during the first ten 
years the members contributed $160,040 
a year. There is no mistake about the 
sum : one hundred and fifty thousand 
dollars a year. Be opened a number of 
mission chapels In tbe city and the gos- 
pel was preached to the poor. Here Is 
$1,800,000 devoted to the poor as a re- 
sult of bis effort. 


Bro. Bashor bas added bis help to 
the temperance cause In Pennsylvania. 
Tbe Amendment Is to be voted on In 
that state next month, and a tremen- 
dous effort is befog put forth to carry 
the state for no license. We wish it was 
possible for all of our able temperance 
advocates to Bpend tbe remainder of 
the time in that state in tbe work un- 
til the day of election. A mighty re- 
sponsibility Is resting upon Christian 
people and they should not fall to dis- 
cbarge their duties. 


The Lord's Day lesson for tbe com- 
ing week treats upon the betrayal ot 
Christ. He came into tbe world to 
benefit men and teach them the truth, 
aud how little was tbe disposition 
among the leaders of Israel to bear him 
and accept what he said. The high- 
priest sent his servant with a baud of 
the worst characters that could be 
gathered out ot the society of Jerusa- 
lem to take the spotless Lamb of God. 
But the in toleration of truth did not 
cease when Jesus was crucified. 
Thousands more have sealed their 
testimony with their blood since the 
betrayal, and tbe same disposition 
rules In the minds of men still. 
Examine all things and hold fast to 
that which is good is an admonition 
given by blgb authority. Teacbing 
Bible truth Is tbe bigbest office of I 


There is a heap of trouble over 
church matters In Asblani and vicin- 
ity at the present time. But it Is not 
the brethren church tbis time. But 
Eld. D. N. Workman is having a 
furious trouble In bis church, and dear 
knows what will result. Then there la 
to be a Congregational church organ- 
ised In town in a week or two. The 
Presbyterian church has hsd a serious 
feud, a part of the church being ar- 
rayed again at the pastor. The matter 
was taken before the Presbyter, and 
the pastor was sustained. Now the 
dissatisfied members are going to or- 
ganize a Congregational church, and 
they will be able to do so with not far 
from one hundred members. One pe- 
culiar feature about this is that a Pres- 
byterian preacher who resides in a vil- 
las e near Ashland was busy Inciting 
difficulty in the hope that his Interests 
would be enhanced, and now we un- 
derstand that a number ot the persons 
are going in the new church whom he 
wanted to serve his purposes, and be 
is now visiting them andtpleadf ng with 
them not to do It. That is the way it 
often goes. When men undertake to 
pull down other men's bouses to Im- 
prove their own, they are left without 
anything:. 


A new confession of faith and con- 
stitution has been adopted by the 
United Brethren Church. Out of a 
membership of over 200,000, only a few 
over fifty thousand voted on tbe new 
church laws, or statutes. In the con- 
ference now in progress in Pennsylva- 
nia, the report of the committee ap- . 
pointed to frame the new creed and 
constitution, was adopted by a vote 
that stood 110 for, and 20 against. 
The article on the sacraments read : 

We believe the sacraments, baptism nod 
Lord's Hupper, sre la be In qh In I he church, 
and should bo practiced by all Christiana: 
but the mode of baptism and the n.euner of 
observing the Lord's Uupper are always to 
he left to the Judgment and understanding 
of each individual. Also the oaplUm of 
eh 1 1 d r e u ibal I be le ft to the ; J u [lgm e ut of De- 
listing parents. 

The example of washing of feet Is to he 
left to the Judgment of each one, to practice 
or not. 

The article on the future state reads : 

We helleve In the resurrection of the dead, 
the future, general Judgment, and an eternal 
state of rewards In which tbe righteous dwell 
la endless life, and tbe wicked In endless 
punishment. 


The twentieth quadrennial season of 
the General Conference of tbe United 
Brethren cborcb at York, Pa., 
began May s. It Is tbe highest legisla- 
tive body o( the church, and consists 
of ministers chosen by tbe vote of the 
members of the denominations. Each 
annual conference Is entitled to not 
less] than two nor more than four 
representatives, according to the num- 
ber of its members. 


cay. 

As common sense and reason 
were excluded from religion, it 
became narrow and intolerant ; 
but as education was admitted, 


Jesus says, 'Behold I come quickly 
and my reward is with me to give every 
man as bis work shall be.' A great 
portion of tbe religious world will be 
wonderfully disappointed, if they are 
indeed saved, as the throne of God is 
promised to them, a reward which the 
words of Jesus do not promise. Me 
ssya, my reward is with me, and that 
too when be comes quickly. Possibly 
It does not make much difference, yet 
disappointment is not agreeable, Why 
should not the embassador of Christ 
promise, In tbe name of Jesus, only 
what Jesus has promised 7 It will be 
a sad scene to see pastors and whole 
congregations disappointed when tbe 
day of reward comes, when neither will 
get what tbey expected because they 
expected what Jesus did not promise to 
give them. 

Allen Thorndlke Bice died suddenly 
In New York on the 16th. Instant. He 
had been sick several days with quiniy, 
aud was suffocated with the disease. 
He was recently appointed minister to 
Russia, and was preparing to goto that 
country. How soon death may come 
on. 


Let no one suppose tbis paper Is pub- 
lished for any other purpose that to 
disse in in ute evangelical Christianity. 
It is published to serve the Interests 
and represent a Brotherhood of Con- 
gregational Churches. We have care- 
fully studied New Testament Con- 
gregationalism, and we would be false, 
treacherous and damnable, under our 
claims, should we seek to make any 
doctrine part of the faith of tbe 
church and a test of fellowship which 
is not accepted as a general doctrine 
by the churches in general. As a 
church paper, we transcend our rights 
If ws meddle with anything which Is 
not an inter-ch urch principle. Con, 
gregati oual ism recognizes Christ at 
the only bead of the Church, and the 
Bible as its only statute book, and in 
tbe internal management, each church 
is independent of all other churches, 
with full power to choose Its officers 
and exercise cborcb discipline. There- 
fore we have ho jurisdiction over tbe 
churches, nor over any man In the 
church , and it Is not our business to 
say or dictate what shall be the doe- 
trine or faith of any church or church- 
es. Our rights are to learn aud know 
what are recognized as Inter-church 
' principles, and to support and defend 
them. Outside ot them our preroga- 
tive is to extend the broad charity of 
the faltb of Jesus. We know what be- 
longs to our work because we have 
made that a study, and there is born In 
ua no disposition to lord It over any 
one, and we hate hierarchies and all 


proper place, religion began to warning and humble themselyes preachersjlo all the years since 


TbefChristian Literature Company 
of New York Is now publishing 
addition of St. Chrystom'a writings. 
He was the greatest pulpit orator of 
the Primitive church, and his writings' 
have furnished a pattern for city Institutions that Interfere with men *s 


religious liberty. 


m ^ mm m ■^■^^H 


